FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
2-18-14

A.  Attendees:    
                                                                                          
Bob Crawford, FEA President, TSA		Erica M. Westbrook, NRCS
Bil Cash, EEOC					Ashley Mobley, USBC
Caroline Schaefer, IRS				Diane Wallace, FHWA
LaNita Daniels, VHA-WMC			B.J. Vincent, ARNG			
Joe Harris, SBA-District			Kara Roll, NPS					
Anthony Roles, US AF				Enimini Ekong, NPS	
Karen Murphy, USPO				Trisha Throgmorton, FAA			
Eric McKisick, SSA				Sharon Baker, FSA		
Brandy Fulmer, VA – WMC			Renee Fair, National Weather Service
Carolyn Adcock, USACE			Steve Coop, HUD
Ben Toman, SSA/ODAR			Virginia Pollard, EEOC

		
			 
			
Call to Order: 

Bob Crawford, FEA President, called to meeting to order @ 8:30 am.
       
B.  Minutes:

The January 21, 2014 meeting minutes were reviewed and accepted by membership.  The minutes will be posted to the FEA Website at http://www.oklahoma.feb.gov/ArkansasFEA.htm

C.  Presentations:

The meeting’s guest speaker was Enimini Ekong, Chief of Interpretation with the National Parks Service who gave an overview of the seven (7) National Parks in Arkansas and what they represent.  He also spoke about previous and upcoming events, and mentioned that the National Parks will be celebrating their 100th Birthday this year.  Enimini discussed the importance of the National Parks and especially the cultural significance of the Central High School National Park.  In addition, he highlighted the importance of all the National State Parks to history of the United States.  He provided informational handouts on the 7 National Parks in Arkansas.  The National Park Service website is http://www.nps.gov/index.htm.  Information about all the National Parks can be found at that website, to include information about passes.  Although there are no special passes for federal employees, there are multiple other passes available to include one that cost $10 for seniors who are 62 or older (see pass info at:  http://www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm).

       E.  Committee Reports:
1) Steve Coop reported 25 people attended the COOP Level II Training in Russellville which was a great success.  More training is being planned for 2014 and information about these training opportunities will be made available as they get finalized.
2)  Weather Watch Committee – Most members agreed that the weather call has been going very well; with one exception on the day that the initial decision made by the Weather Watch Committee at 5 AM was to open Federal Agencies with liberal leave in effect, but the decision had to be changed 45 minutes later when the weather turned much worse than expected and multiple accidents were occurring throughout central Arkansas.  Many of the Weather Watch Committee members were not involved in the second call or the decision to close Federal Agencies.  Nonetheless, the majority of the Executive Board agreed that the situation turned out the best we could have hoped for and agreed that in a situation like the one we encountered requires quick action on the part of the Weather Watch Committee chairperson and the National Weather Service representative.
3) Mid-Career Retirement Seminar – No new updates.
4)  Pre-Retirement Seminar – Bob reminded members that February 20th is the deadline for the Pre-Retirement Seminar registration.
5) 2014 Public Service Recognition Week – Bob and Eric are the 2 people who are on this committee and are asking for other volunteers.  Eric suggests that this year should be focused on going to the public schools and talking to students about what Federal Agency Employees actually do.
6) The 2014 FEA Awards Luncheon is scheduled for May 7, 2014 and will be at the Embassy Suites in west Little Rock.  Bob noted the few changes to the 2014 Nomination Package and reminded members about the March 26 deadline for submitting nominations.  In addition, we are looking for approximately five individuals to serve as judges for the nomination packages.
7) Arkansas FEA Website – We need your COOP POCs and agency public website if you haven’t already done so.
8) Local Federal Coordinating Committee (LFCC) – Ben Tobin gave an update on the CFC and said that our local goal was $1, 025,000, but we donated $918,062.  However, this is 90% of our goal, which is great considering the national average for donations was only 80%.  Ben also reminded everyone that the CFC awards ceremony is going to be on Thursday, February 20th.
      G.   Old Business:   
A member of Federal Highway will be the guest speaker for the next FEA meeting in March.  In April, the guest speaker will come from the Army Corps of Engineers.  Bob asked those agencies to provide the name of the guest speaker as soon as they can.
We also discussed the FEA email address group to make sure it is current and up to date.  If you have any changes, please send them to Bob at robert.crawford@tsa.dhs.gov.
     H.   New Business:   
FEA is still seeking nominations for new FEA Secretary/Treasurer.  This person will serve from May 2014- May 2015.  If anyone is interested, please let Bob know.
I. Announcements:

Next FEA Meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2014 at 8:30 AM at the Federal Building in room 4329.


Bob Crawford
President, Federal Executive Association

