FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 2013
11-19-2013

A.  Attendees:                                                                                                
Bob Crawford, FEA President, TSA		Lisa Breun, VA
Brandy Fulmer, VA-WMC			Ashley Mobley, USBC
Caroline Schaefer, IRS				Diane Wallace, FHWA
LaNita Daniels, VHA-WMC			Ben Toman, SSA/ODAR
B.J. Vincent, ARNG				Joe Harris, SBA-District
Teresa Perciful, FOH				Virginia Pollard, EEOC			 Angela Uekman, VA				Sherri Rowland, SSA
Jim Aardappel, SBA				Laurie Driver, COE
Elizabeth Whitmore, USACE			Margaret Stewart, IRS
			
Call to Order: 
Bob Crawford, FEA President, called to meeting to order @ 8:30 am.
       
B.  Minutes:
The September 17, 2013 meeting minutes were review and accepted by membership.  The minutes will be posted to the FEA Website at http://www.oklahoma.feb.gov/ArkansasFEA.htm

C.  Presentations:
Margaret Stewart with the Internal Revenue Service discussed big upcoming changes for the taxpayer.  Some of the changes include Same-Sex Marriages, Mortgage Interest Expense deduction, and Unemployment Compensation.  Margaret also provided members with relevant handouts with more detailed information about changes and other helpful information about tax filing and how to make online payments.

Teresa Perciful with FOH talked about the flu virus and the importance of getting the flu shot.  Teresa went over vital tips on how germs are spread and how to stop the spread of germs, particular at work.
       E.  Committee Reports:
1)  COOP – The next FEMA class will be January 28 at Russellville, AR.  Steve will be sending out an email with more information.
2)  Weather Watch Committee – Laura Driver with COE announced their agency used the 1 call system during the Furlough.  Weather Watch committee seems to be on track and ready for any inclement weather conditions.
3) CFC –    Ben Toman announced that so far CFC has raised $222,000 and we are currently a little behind from last year.

4) Mid-Career Retirement Seminar.  Bob discussed having a second mid-career retirement seminar since the first one was so successful and not all agencies were able to participant.  Well over 100 federal employees attended the one in September at Camp Robinson.  The committee plans to meet again to consider a second seminar in late spring or early summer – the meeting will probably take place in January or February, 2014.
5)  Pre-Retirement Seminar.  The seminar will be held in March 2014.  Committee volunteers include Bob Crawford, Lisa Breun, Ben Toman, Virginia Pollard, B.J. Vincent, and Angela Uekman.  A meeting will be held soon to discuss exact dates of the seminars (CSRS and FERS) and the cost per person.
6) The 2014 FEA Awards Luncheon is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at the Embassy Suites.  A committee will be formed in late winter or early spring in order to plan the luncheon and the award nomination/selection process.
7) Arkansas FEA Website – Bob suggested having another meeting to discuss progress.
F.  Old Business:  
1)  Bob reminded everyone about the General Meeting for All Federal Employees to be held January or February 2014.  The Executive Board discussed the pros and cons of have a general meeting.  Based on voice voting it was decided that we would not try to have a general meeting between now and May due to the logistics of getting a facility large enough to support the number of federal employees who would attend, a facility close enough to the Federal Building so that it would be easy for employees to attend, and weather considerations if the meeting were to be held during a month when we currently do not have guest speakers for the Executive Board meeting.
2) Presentation topics and dates for future FEA Meetings were discussed along with other possibilities.  Currently and tentatively, the schedule is:  Dec – Federal Building Nurse, Jan – Customer Service Manager from TSA, Feb – National Parks Service, Mar – Federal Highway Projects/Status, Apr – Army Corps of Engineers, and May – no Executive Board meeting due to annual awards luncheon and ceremony.
G.   New Business:   
1)  Caroline Schaefer gave an invite to members and all federal employees to attend the IRS CFC fundraiser called “Delectable Deserts Silent Auction” which will be held on Thursday, November 21 from 10 am to 2 pm.
2)  Laura Driver with COE presented the idea of having a Holiday Treat festival (Cookies, cupcakes, brownies, etc.) in the Federal Building near the elevator.  Bob asked Board members who work in the Federal Building to consider this idea and let him know if anyone would like to take the lead to organize the event.
3)  Elizabeth Whitmore discussed the idea of participating in career fairs for groups such as “Hiring Heroes” and “Wounded Warriors.”  Bob asked Executive Board members to send him an email if your agency is going to participate in one of these types of events, and he would get the word out to all Federal Agencies that the event was taking place so that they could participate, if desired.
4)  Bob discussed “Federal Safety and Health Council” information about fatalities in the Federal workforce in 2012 as compared to 2011.  Overall, the number of fatalities has increased by more than 25%.  Bob emphasized the importance of each agencies safety teams, safety announcements, and enforcing safety requirements.
      H.  Announcements:
             1) Next FEA Meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 17, 2013.



Bob Crawford, FEA President 
