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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 2013
8-20-2013

A.  Attendees:
Bob Crawford, FEA President, TSA	Lisa Breun, VA
Sandra Otto, FHWA      		Ashley Mobley, Bankruptcy Court
Joe Harris, SBA-District		Diane Wallace, FHWA			
Anita Hughes, VA-WMC		Rose Webb, NRCS			
Steve Coop, HUD			Carolyn Adcock, USACE		
Nique Carrington , SBA		Pete Jilek, FHWA			
Ben Toman, SSA/ODAR		BJ Vincent, AR National Guard	
Normal Gilchrest, CFC			Jo Ellen Polite, VA Regional 		
Karen Murphy, USPO-Fed Courts	Kirsten Wells-Parker, NLRB		
Craig Gurth, COE

B. Call to Order: 
Bob Crawford, FEA President, called to meeting to order @ 8:30 am.
       
C.  Minutes:
The July 16, 2013 meeting minutes were review and accepted by membership.  The minutes will be posted to the FEA Website at http://www.oklahoma.feb.gov/ArkansasFEA.htm

D.  Presentations:
Mr. Normal Gilchrist, Arkansas Director/Regional Developer, Heart of Arkansas United Way introduced himself and gave an overview of CFC and what his goals are now that he is the new CFC Director.  Normal also thanked FEA Members for their support and attendance.  Normal concluded by asking that we “Look Outward instead of Inward”.  CFC – Normal Gilchrist said the CFC Campaign begins September 15 thru December 15th.   Last year CFC raised about $1,160,469; the most ever raised with the VA being the #1 Giver.  Normal mentioned that this year OPM is looking at making a couple of changes, but most of them are more than a year away.  These include realigning regions (Arkansas would probably fall under Dallas rather than the local office in Little Rock) and possibly having all donations made online via Nexus rather than paper donations.

Jo Ellen Polite, Employment Coordinator, VA Regional Office gave her presentation on Hiring Veterans and the new Executive Order while providing handouts on the steps and benefits of Hiring Veterans.  The presentation was very informative and beneficial, and the handouts will give agencies important information about hiring veterans.
       E.  Committee Reports:
1)  COOP - Chairperson Steve Coop, announced there will be an upcoming meeting in Dallas and if anyone has specific needs they should contact him.
2)  Weather Watch Committee – No new updates
3) The initial planning date for the next Mid-Career Retirement Seminar is September 18th from 12 noon to 4 pm and will be held at Camp Robinson in the General Instruction Building.  This seminar will be for FERS retirees only and is currently full.  The committee is considering conducting another Mid-career Retirement Seminar in approximately 6 months so others can attend who are not able to get into the September 18 seminar.
4) The dates for next CSRS & FERS Pre-Retirement Seminar (4H) is still yet to be determined.  Looking for volunteers to serve on the committee.  There will be a cost of $40 or $45 per person and is for people who are within 5 years of retirement and is open to both CSRS and FERS employees.  The seminar will be conducted in the Spring at the 4H Center in West Little Rock, but the actual date is yet to be determined.
5) The 2014 Public Service Recognition Week will be the first full week in May 2014.  We’ll form a committee to plan activities, but the committee does not need to start meeting until early 2014.
6) FEA Awards Luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, May 7, 2014.  We’ll form a committee in early 2014 to plan both the luncheon and the awards program.
7) Arkansas FEA Website – Members for this FEA Website will be Lisa Breun, Eric Mckisick, Bil Cash, and Bob Crawford.  The first meeting will be September 4th at the Windom Hotel, NLR.
8) A request was made about other committees that we should consider, but none was identified.
       F.   Old Business:  
1) General Meeting for ALL Federal Employees will be late winter and still need someone to take the lead.  We’ll plan to conduct the meeting in the Federal Building if possible and it will replace one of our monthly meetings.  At this point we are looking for topics to brief at the meeting, so let Bob Crawford know if you have any suggestions.

2) Future FEA Meeting Presentations were announced and other possibilities are EEOC, National Parks Service, Retirement Specialist, Federal Highway Projects/Status, John Robinson (Severe Weather), Passports, Corps of Engineers, etc.
      G.   New Business
1) Email update and Outlook response that email address “Does not exist”. Sandy O’Brien name will be removed due to retirement.
2) OMP Retirement Services Webcast-Civilian Deposits for CSRS and FERS was held on August 21.  Bob Crawford asked if these types of emails were useful to the FEA members, and the general reaction was yes they are useful and to keep sending them to the FEA agencies.  The agencies can decide the importance of the information and use the information or delete the email if it is not.
      H.  Announcements:
             1) Next FEA Meeting September 17, 2013, 0830, in Federal Building Room 4329.

Bob Crawford, FEA President 
